Modi critic joins India’s
election campaign on bail

Sanjay Kusmar few Deln

Defhl  Chiel  Mimkster  Arvind
Kejmwal joined India's ongoing
oiwral chection — boosting e
oppasstion  alliance on Saturday
— a sy alter the Suprens: Coiart
orered bis lemponry release on
ball i a comtroversial graft case,

A fieree onitic of Prime Mimister

Nareislea Modi and the leader of
the Aam Aadmi Party, Regnwal was
arresiedd in late March, in connpec-
thom with cormupton  albegations
related 1o the excise pobicy of the
Deeihid governasent led by him. He
dienies the acocusations.

Chn Friclay, the fop oot #ranieg
Kejriwal H-davy inferim bail 1o
campalgn  1n the seven-phase
el vk, which slarted on

Aprid 18, He has o surrender after
the lasi day of voling on June L.

“I wil £0 arouwsd e coundry in
the next 31 days 1o stop this dicta-
R shdp of Modi " Bejrwal said at a
confereice in Delhi

“Aler June 4, there wall be o

Mol povernment. In all stanes,
their ssils are Eoingy deea'n ancd

they will not ged maore than 22350 10

FASTFACTS

230 sealn”

The resubis of the worlds larpest
electlon are aet (o b anpouanced & Tap court allews Deki Chiel
an June & The party or coali- Mintster Arvind Kejriwal to lsowe
ibon that wins &l least 272 of the custody until dune L
S8 rontesticd seats o the loowet e il i o v
howse of paddiament will form e ® i ane is mpected to
Emrmmr}ﬁ'i a boost to Indin's apposition

alkanoe in ongoing polls.

seplhmg a third straight term in
affice, Modl has beer tarpeting
HIF sieats for the Natiomal
Demnocratic Allancs e

by his Himdn madionalist
Blaarative Janata Parcy,
which has been In

prower sl 2

He is challenged
by an albiamee of
two dozen  opposi-
thon parbes, the [wdiam
Natbotial Developmental
Inchewive  Alliamce, or
INDLA, of which Kejriwal's A4 P
is a4 pari. Rojriwal has accused
Modi and his B of damsging
democracy, and abusing power
aned the comsaeiiation.

Dalhl Chiaf Mirdstar Arvind Kejriwal

'ii‘-

“The appasition’s morale will get
i [irther boost " said Satish Bumar
singh, a political amalyst in Dedh,

*The melease ol EKepmowal
further pelnforoes the ofpposition
campaiEn on the nesd o save
democracy aml maintain Girmess
i the elecioml process.”

Fermwals AAP is a challenger o
the P in Dedho and Pan@ab, where
wobng will tahe place on May 15
and Jume | respectively.

“REriwal®s melease ix a4 boosl
o the cadres of the AAP and the
oppasiizon alliance at this onecial
chme when the oppositbon alllance
B challeopimg the dominance of
Ehe BLITF in the capital city,” Andalib
Akhtar, a New  Delhi-based

commentator and edibor of The
Indian Awar, tokl Arab News.

‘s good that the court has
lakem a decision i fvor of
denmsocracy ane = Ervioee e
oppasition  leader — who
was arresied pusl on e eve
of the pemeral clections
— an  oppEorianiy fo
b on an eqgual footing
sl il iy ”



